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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  1,  1914- 
Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1914,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed 
value  of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  and  certain 
suggestions  and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement 
of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894  (28  Stat.,  283), 
provides  that  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed 
every  three  years.  The  triennial  assessment  now  in  force  is  for  the 
fiscal  years  1915,  1916,  and  1917.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1, 
1913,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1914,  is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County; 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $169,  212,  099.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 175,  912,  045.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914 345, 124, 144.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  Washington 
City  and  County 5, 176,  862. 16 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows: 

Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $169, 153,  985.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 170,  045,  005.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913 339, 198,  990.  00 


Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  Washington 

City  and  County 5,  087,  984.  85 

Personal  tax  for  tfie  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913 1, 195,  055.  30 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 6,  283,  040. 15 

Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914. 

Personal  property  at  14  per  cent $484,  795.  70 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 20.  904.  86 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings,  less  interest 

paid  depositors 13,  898.  09 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 73,  018.  73 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 65,  636.  55 

Gaslight  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 115,  998. 13 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 106,  513.  66 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 144,  231.  81 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 204, 164.  38 

Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits.  . . . 572. 18 

Georgetown  Barge  & Dock  Co.,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 357.  78 


Total 1,230,091.87 

Increase  of  1914  over  1913  personal-tax  levy 35,  036.  57 

Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1914.  17,  660.  00 
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Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions,  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year  1914 
for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1915. 


Assessment  of  new  buildings $7,  566,  500 

Additions  and  improvements 1, 148,  500 

Conduits,  railroads,  etc 51,  769 


Total  assessment 8,  766,  769 

Off 778,  900 


Remaining  assessment 7,  987,  869 


BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 


United  States 1,  920,  000 

District  of  Columbia 134,  800 

Churches,  schools,  etc 350,800 


Total 2,  405,  600 


RECAPITULATION . 


Remaining  assessment 7,  987,  869 

Exempt  from  taxation 2, 405,  600 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 5,  582,  269 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS, 


Brick 1,076 

Frame 283 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 131 


Total 1,490 

Number  of  buildings  removed 336 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1, 154 


Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  assessed  for  taxation,  from  1871  to 

1915,  inclusive. 


1871  $79,997,454  i 

1872  74,957,765  1 

1873  87,869,924  j 

1874  96,433,072 

1875  97,875,041 

1876  93,452,684 

1877  95,929,401 

1878  97,  609,  890 

1879  87,491,442 

1880  87,  980,  356 

1881  88,953,078 

1882  90,308,495 

1883  92,533,665 

1884  90,848,674 

1885  93,502,464 

1886  96,053,329 

1887  108,302,101 

1888  Ill,  744,  830 

1889  115,485,353  | 

1890  137,  626,  419 

1891  141,609,891 

1892  145,481,278 

1893  147,024,276 


1894 

$191,417,804 

1895 

192,  555,  046 

1896 

188,  922,  343 

1897 

180,  376,  908 

1898 

181,  256,  284 

1899 

183, 156,  371 

1900 

176,  567,  549 

1901 

180,  334,  641 

1902 

182,  525,  608 

1903 

208,  519,  436 

1904 

213,  250,  418 

1905 

217,  608,  296 

1906 

239,  461,  985 

1907 

247,  306,  494 

1908 

255,  324,  834 

1909...: 

276,  590,  774 

1910 

285, 153,  771 

1911 

294,  676,  836 

1912 

330,  332,  487 

1913 

339, 198,  990 

1914 

345, 124, 144 

1915  (estimated) 

390,  000,  000 

The  umoimt  of  special  assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
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me'^.ts  levied  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1914.  The  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year  was  5,748. 


Assessment  and  permit  work $131,  836.  84 

Improvements  and  repaii's 2,  670.  08 

Main  and  pipe  and  suburban  sewers 1, 144.  52 

Construction  of  county  roads 6,  387.  69 


Assessments  levied  by  jurv  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 

1914: 

Street  extensions 2,  389.  28 

Opening  alleys  and  minor  streets 15,  700.  88 

Establishment  of  building  line 2,  033.  37 


$142,  039. 13 


20, 123.  53 


Total 


162, 162.  66 


PERSONAL-TAX  LEVY. 

The  total  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1914  amounted  to  $1,230,091.87. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  in  the  District 
of  C;  lumbia  for  the  fiscal  year  1914  amounted  to  $32,319,700.  This 
amount  was  levied  upon  household  furniture  (above  the  exemption), 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock  in  trade,  horses,  cattle,  vehicles, 
boats,  etc.  Every  citizen,  association,  corporation,  firm,  or  com- 
pany in  the  District  is  required  to  make  a return,  under  affidavit, 
on  a schedule  to  be  furnished  by  the  assessor,  of  all  tangible  personal 
property  and  all  general  merchandise  or  stock  in  trade  owned  or  held 
in  trust  or  otherwise  subject  to  taxation.  Notice  that  the  blank 
schedule  is  ready  for  distribution  is  required  by  law  to  be  advertised 
three  successive  secular  days.  The  period  for  filing  returns  is  during 
the  month  cf  July  and  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August.  Failure 
to  make  return  within  the  period  stated  is  penalized  by  the  addition 
of  20  per  cent  to  an  assessment  of  the  property  by  the  board  of  per- 
sonal tax  appraisers,  notice  of  such  assessment  being  furnished  the 
pr(  perty  owner  in  order  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  appeal 
therefrom.  Appeals  from  all  assessments  may  be  had  before  the 
board  of  personal  tax  appeals,  which  convenes  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February  and  sits  until  the  second  Monday  in  March.  Out  of 
17,000  individual  accounts,  not  more  than  one-half  are  based  on 
returns,  so  that  during  each  year  it  is  necessary  to  canvas  the  Dis- 
trict with  a force  of  seven  inspectors,  who  list  all  tangible  personal 
property  subject  to  taxation. 

It  is  again  urged,  in  the  interest  of  fairness,  that  all  tangible  per- 
sonal property  below  a thousand  dollars  be  exempt  from  taxation. 
This  would  relieve  owners  of  small  stores  and  shops  and  those  persons 
having  a limited  number  of  horses  and  carriages,  wagons,  or  tools 
and  instruments  of  various  kinds.  It  would  place  the  small  shop- 
keeper on  a par  with  the  small  householder,  who  now  has  an  exemp- 
tion of  a thousand  dollars.  Under  the  present  requirements  of  law 
a great  deal  cf  time  and  a considerable  force  is  required  to  levy  these 
small  assessments,  and  the  tax  is  not  in  the  interest  of  economy,  as 
its  assessment  and  collection  require  an  expense  almost  equal  to  the 
amount  cf  the  tax. 
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The  assessment  and  c.dlection  of  personal  taxes  under  the  law  of 
1902  have  been  as  follows: 


Year. 

Tax  value. 

Collected 
during  year. 

1903 

$563, 533.  06 
637,415.61 

$471,954.  26 

1904 

630,  750.  02 

1905 

666,  247.  20 
724, 334.  69 

725,  698.  22 
696, 438.  26 

1906 

1907 

805,  688.  00 
863,  882. 10 

752, 492.  59 
821, 933.  04 

1908 

Year. 

Tax  value. 

Collected 
during  year. 

1909 

$919,453.  28 
1 , 007, 022. 41 

$931, 160. 91 

1910 

1, 000, 605. 81 
1,058,  790. 14 

1911 

1,089,540.  79 
1,131,945.  63 
1,195,055. 30 
1,230,091.87 

1912 

1, 098, 505.  88 
1, 130,  840.  52 

1913 

1914 

1, 164, 918.  73 

TAXES  ON  PUBLIC-UTILITY  CORPORATIONS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  both  personal  and  real 
estate  taxes  assessed  against  corporations  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  fiscal  year  1914.  The  amounts  total  about  10  per  cent  of  the 
District  revenues. 


Personal. 

Real  estate. 

1 

Total. 

Steam  railroads  and  sleeping-car  companies 

Street  railroads 

$4,415.  58 
204, 164.  38 
115, 998. 13 
73,018.  73 
65, 636.  55 
657.  23 

$149, 001.  .54 
29, 608.  26 
54, 654.  61 
17,190.18 
16,968.63 
739. 13 

$153,417. 12 
233,  772.  64 
170, 152.  74 
90,  208. 91 
82, 605. 18 
1,396. 36 

Gas  companies 

Potomac  Electric  Power  Co 

Telephone  companies 

Teletrraph  companies 

Total 

463, 890.  60 

267, 662.  35 

731,552.  95 

TRIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT. 

Real  estate  is  assessed  triennially  (28  Stat.,  282)  at  not  less  than 
two-thirds  of  its  true  value  (act  of  July  1,  1902);  by  the  board  of 
three  assistant  assessors  (28  Stat.,  282).  This  assessment  must  be 
completed  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  each  third 
year,  and  return  of  the  same  made  to  the  assessor,  together  with  all 
maps,  field  books,  surveys,  plats,  and  all  notes  and  memoranda  con- 
cerning said  assessment.  The  assessment  must  be  made  by  said 
assessors  from  actual  view  and  from  the  best  sources  of  information 
obtainable. 

The  assessment  then  passes  to  the  board  of  equalization  and  re- 
view, composed  of  the  assessor,  chaiiman,  and  five  (act  of  July  1, 
1902,  and  28  Stat.,  282)  assistant  assessors.  This  board  convenes 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  (28  Stat.,  282),  and  continues  in  ses- 
sion until  review  of  the  assessment  is  completed,  which  must  be,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  by  the  first  Monday  in  June  in  each  third  year. 
Public  notice  of  the  time  and  ]:)lace  of  such  meeting  must  be  given 
by  publication  for  two  successive  days  in  two  daily  newspapers  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  board  of  assistant  assessors  completed  the  triennial  assess- 
ment for  1915-1917  on  January  5,  1914,  and  appeals  were  received 
thereafter  until  June  1.  All  appeals  were  requiied  to  be  in  written 
form  upon  blanks  furnished  by  the  assessor.  Tliese  were  supple- 
mented by  hearings,  or  oral  appeals,  whenever  possible,  but  so  many 
requests  came  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  ap])eal  period  that  the 
board  was  unable  to  hear  all  and  had  to  rely  finally  on  the  substance 
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of  the  written  appeals.  The  number  of  appeals  was  over  4,200, 
which  is  more  than  double  any  other  period,  but  all  were  examined 
with  care  by  the  entire  board  of  equalization  and  review,  and  it  re- 
quired more  than  two  months  of  day  and  night  sessions  to  dispose 
of  the  work.  The  board  of  equalization  and  review  not  only  made 
changes  through  information  supphed  in  the  written  appeals,  but 
went  into  the  question  of  values  where  no  appeals  were  made  in  an 
endeavor  to  properly  equalize  assessments. 

ASSESSMENT  AT  TWO-THIEDS  OF  TRUE  VALUE. 

Previous  to  the  act  of  July  1,  1902  (32  Stat.,  616),  the  law  relating 
to  the  assessment  of  real  estate  required  property  to  be  assessed  at 
^Tts  true  value  in  lawful  money.’’  The  act  of  July  1,  1902,  required 
real  estate  to  be  assessed  at  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  its  true  value. 
The  change  seems  to  have  been  the  outcome  of  Senate  Report  No. 
1035,  Fifty-seventh  Congress,  first  session.  A portion  of  the  report 
reads  as  follows : 

On  consultation  with  the  board  of  equalization  it  was  discovered  that  various  theories 
of  assessment,  unfamiliar  to  the  members  of  the  committee  and  unusual  in  the  States, 
had  been  adopted;  that  the  smaller  properties  were  taxed  on  a basis  of  about  65  per 
cent  of  their  value  at  forced  sale,  while  larger  properties,  as  a rule,  were  assessed  at  a 
much  smaller  proportion;  that  suburban  property  held  for  speculative  purposes  vir- 
tually escaped  taxation,  and  that  large  and  enormously  valuable  property,  situated 
within  the  fire  limits,  was  assessed  as  lands  held  exclusively  for  agricultural  purposes, 
and  paid  a tax  of  but  $1  per  $100. 

This  being  the  year  of  the  triennial  assessment  the  committee  called  the  attention 
of  the  board  to  the  discrepancies  and  unusual  methods,  and  received  assurances  that 
in  the  reassessment  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  assessed  at  65 
per  cent  of  its  true  cash  value  at  private  sale,  that  being  is  low  a valuation  as  is  known 
to  the  committee.  The  committee  has  been  assured  by  the  assessor  of  the  District 
that  under  the  reassessment  the  revenue  to  be  raised  from  real  property  will  be  in- 
creased by  at  least  $1,000,000. 

The  above  report  was  published  on  April  9,  1902,  and  thereafter 
on  May  28,  1902,  the  then  assessor,  Mr.  Darneille,  appeared  before 
the  subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  in  answer 
to  a question  by  Senator  McMillan  stated  that  the  new  assessment 
would  make  an  increase  of  over  $1,000,000;  and  in  answer  to  a question 
by  Senator  Cockrell  Mr.  Darneille  stated  that  the  assessors  were  work- 
ing under  the  act  of  August  14,  1894,  which  required  property  to  be 
assessed  at  a fair  cash  value,  although  the  assessors  were  attempting 
to  arrive  at  an  assessment  of  65  per  cent  of  its  value,  which  the 
assessor  explained  was  what  the  property  would  bring  if  put  up  at 
forced  sale,  as  it  had  always  been  done  that  way. 

On  April  29,  1902,  an  act  was  passed  extending  the  time  for  com- 
pletion of  the  assessment  from  June  1 to  October  31,  and  between 
those  dates  the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  was  passed  requiring  assessments 
to  be  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  true  value.  The  act  was  therefore 
passed  while  the  board  of  equalization  was  at  work  on  the  triennial, 
and  three  months  before  the  completion  of  the  assessment — an  assess- 
ment which  according  to  a certain  agreement  was  to  conform  to  a 
fixed  rule.  The  former  method  of  considering  auction  or  forced  sales 
was  eliminated  in  the  new  law  and  the  agreement  between  the  board 
of  equalization  and  the  Senate  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  given  force  by  an  act  of  Congress.  Thereafter  the  assessors 
endeavored  to  assess  property  at  two-thirds  of  its  true  value,  and  this 
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plan  seems  to  have  been  continued  during  Mr.  Darneille’s  tenure  of 
office.  His  immediate  successor,  Mr.  Griffin,  who  was  on  the  board 
of  equalization  and  re\dew  in  1902,  in  his  report  of  1907,  states  ‘Hhat 
the  board  has  endeavored  to  arrive  at  a just  basis  of  assessment  by 
applying  the  principle  of  two-thirds  of  the  true  value.  As  the  succes- 
sor to  Mr.  Griffin,  I have  followed  the  same  custom,  so  that  the  two- 
thirds  value  has  been  held  as  the  guiding  principle  of  assessments  for 
the  last  12  yearn.  Moreover,  appeal  blanks  have  been  printed  for 
several  yearn  with  an  excerpt  from  the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  as  follows: 

Sec.  5.  That  hereafter  all  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  subject  to  taxation, 
including  improvements  thereon,  shall  be  assessed  at  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
true  value  thereof. 

The  public  has  accepted  this  as  meaning  an  assessment  at  two- 
thirds  of  the  true  value  and  this  has  been  followed  in  the  present 
assessment. 

BASIS  OF  TRUE  VALUE. 

Whatever  value  the  community  places  on  its  property  as  evidenced 
by  average  sales  is  general^  conceded  to  be  the  basis  of  fair  assess- 
ment values.  In  the  absence  of  any  great  number  of  sales  recourse 
must  be  had  to  comparisons  by  means  of  rentals,  building  values,  or 
values  estimated  on  the  probable  use  to  which  the  property  can  be 
put. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  defined  ‘‘market 
value  ” of  land  to  mean  “ what  the  property  would  sell  for  in  cash  or  on 
terms  equivalent  to  cash  when  offered  for  sale  by  one  who  desires 
but  is  not  obliged  to  sell,  to  one  who  desires  but  is  not  obliged  to 
buy.” 

One  of  the  members  of  the  commission  appointed  to  condemn 
property  between  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Streets,  south  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue,  in  giving  testimony  before  a committee  of  the  House 
stated  that  the  best  evidence  of  value  and  the  best  item  of  testimony 
as  to  value  is  “sales  made  under  favorable  circumstances.”  The 
board  of  assessors  have  made  a special  effort  to  obtain  and  study  all 
sales  made  during  the  last  five  years  of  high-class  residential  and  busi- 
ness properties  and  all  sales  of  large  acreage  tracts  made  in  the  county 
during  the  same  period,  as  these  properties  are  subject  to  the  greatest 
rise  in  values.  Such  sales  have  been  gathered  with  great  thorough- 
ness and  accuracy  and  the  data  have  been  supplemented  by  the  sworn 
statements  contained  in  many  of  the  written  appeals. 

Long-term  leases  can  not  be  relied  on  as  evidence  of  true  value. 
They  must  be  appraised  hke  the  land  itself.  A long  lease  may  possi- 
bly be  at  a great  premium  five  years  after  it  is  made  while  again  it  may 
become  worthless  through  bankruptcy  in  a short  time.  Short-term 
leases  are  better  barometers  of  value,  and  monthly  rentals  of  residen- 
tial property  can  be  used  with  fair  success.  Some  of  the  relations 
between  rental  and  sale  values  have  been  found  to  be  as  follows: 
Large  apartment  houses  worth  from  7 to  8 times  the  gross  yearly 
rental;  poor-class  dwellings,  10  times;  middle-class  dwellings,  12  to  14 
times;  and  high-class  dwellings,  15  times  the  gross  yearly  rental. 
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INCREASE  AND  DECREASE  IN  PROPERTY  VALUES. 

Increase  in  ground  values  have  naturalH  occurred  in  the  business 
section  and  in  the  suburban  portion  of  the  District.  In  certain  local- 
ities this  increase  has  been  very  considerable  for  the  last  three  years. 
In  the  business  section  the  increase  has  been  greatest  in  the  western 
part  of  it  and  along  such  streets  as  Seventh,  Ninth,  and  F Streets. 
In  the  high-class  residential  section  the  assessment  shows  an  increase 
over  the  last  assessment  along  the  entire  line  of  Sixteenth  Street  and 
along  short  lengths  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  Avenues  and 
Columbia  Road.  A very  general  increase  has  been  made  over  the 
entire  county.  Very  slight  changes  have  been  made  in  the  north- 
east, southeast,  and  southwest  sections  of  the  city.  In  that  section 
of  the  city  north  of  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  between  Ninth  and 
Fourteenth  Streets  ground  values  have  been  decreased  throughout 
the  section.  This  section  has  been  undergoing  a change  of  character 
for  the  last  few  years,  many  of  the  former  occupants  moving  into  the 
outlying  sections  and  causing  thereby  a depression  in  values  in  that 
part  of  the  city.  Very  little  change  was  made  in  that  part  of  the  city 
loiown  as  Georgetown,  slight  raises  being  shown  on  M and  K Streets. 

The  assessors  have  examined  with  care  into  the  claim  that  there 
exists  $744,000,000  worth  of  taxable  real  estate  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Of  this  amount,  $500,000,000  is  claimed  to  represent 
land  values  alone.  Since  the  board  A estimate  makes  ground  values 
aggregate  $300,000,000,  which  at  a two-thirds  assessment  is  $200,000,- 
000,  there  would  appear  to  be  some  serious  defects  in  arriving  at  one 
of  the  above  amounts. 

The  differences  between  the  tw^o  amounts  are  due  mainly  to 
different  estimates  of  ground  values  in  three  classes  of  property. 
First,  the  business  section  between  First  and  Sixteenth  Street  and  B 
and  K Streets.  Second,  the  so-called  fine  residence  section  lying 
north  of  H Street  between  Fourteenth  and  Twenty -first  Streets  and 
extending  northwest  to  Rock  Creek.  Third,  the  suburban  parts  of 
the  District,  especially  unsubdivided  property. 

The  business  section  has  been  carefully  studied  by  the  present 
board  of  assistant  assessors  and  property  values  in  that  section  have 
been  criticalh  examined  by  the  board  of  equalization  and  review. 
After  considering  many  appeals  an  assessment  has  been  placed  on 
land  and  buildings  of  less  than  $90,000,000.  Practically  all  large 
sales  made  within  the  last  five  years  were  in  possession  of  the  board. 
The  same  property  is  said  to  be  worth  $214,000,000  of  which  $164,- 
000,000  represent  ground  values  which  enter  into  the  aforesaid  large 
estimate. 

The  fine-residence  property,  which  is  said  to  have  ground  value  of 
nearly  $100,000,000,  has  not  been  assessed  on  the  land  much  over  a 
third  of  this  amount,  and  yet  the  board  studied  the  ground  values 
in  this  section  with  especial  care. 

In  the  suburban  section  a heavy  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
old  assessment,  but  the  claim  that  the  true  value  of  the  ground  was 
five  times  the  old  assessment  was  not  found  to  be  substantiated  by 
either  sales  or  offers  of  sales.  An  unusual  amount  of  appeals  and 
discussion  was  held  relative  to  this  section  and  the  new  assessment 
can  be  shown  to  slightly  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  average  sale. 

65417—14 2 
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Ill  the  county  n rise  in  value  is  natural  over  three  years,  but  one 
example  as  to  the  reckless  statements  regarding  county  values  can 
l)e  shown  in  the  claim  that  land  near  Chevy  Chase  Circle  is  worth 
$1  a foot  for  well  located  lots.  The  board  after  a hearing  given  to 
lot  owners  and  home  owners  of  this  section  found  that  the  highest 
value  ever  paid  on  any  lot  does  not  approach  a dollar  a foot  but  that 
one  of  the  best  corner  lots  lately  sold  for  less  than  40  cents  per  foot, 
and  that  well  located  lots  are  on  the  market  at  30  cents  per  foot. 
4'wo  and  one-half  million  dollars  worth  of  sales  of  large  tracts  scat- 
tered over  the  entire  county  would  have  to  be  estimated  to  be  worth 
$8,000,000  in  order  to  agree  with  the  $500,000,000  estimate. 

It  is  certain  that  a full  value  assessment  at  a rate  of  per  cent  can  ’ 
not  be  made  without  affecting  the  small  homes,  for  it  so  happens 
that  the  two-thirds  valuation  practiced  in  this  city  exceeds  com- 
parable assessments  in  many  other  cities  where  full  value  is  required. 
One  of  the  best  real-estate  experts  of  the  country  has  expressed  the 
o])inion  that  most  of  the  large  cities  are  assessing  about  50  per  cent 
of  the  true  value  even  where  the  law  requires  the  full  valuation. 

To  raise  between  eleven  and  twelve  million  dollars  of  tax  on  real 
estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  will  not  affect  large  property 
holders  as  seriously  as  it  will  the  small  home  owner,  and  if  an  assess- 
ment could  be  made  with  perfect  justice  and  equality  over  the  entire 
District  and  a rate  fixed  so  as  to  raise  such  an  amount  of  tax  as  the 
above,  it  will  practically  double  the  tax  on  every  small  home  in  the 
District  and  wipe  out  the  equity  in  many  pieces  of  property  now 
being  purchased  on  time. 

The  following  comparisons  of  sales  and  assessments  will  illustrate 
the  assessment  work  when  compared  by  sections. 

In  the  sale  of  75  pieces  of  suburban  property  aggregating  over 
2,0()0  acres  and  made  within  the  last  four  years,  the  assessment  is  on 
a basis  of  $2,700,000.  The  sales  aggregate  $2,500,000. 

In  the  northeast  section  of  the  city,  between  Third  and  Tenth  anu 
E and  L Streets,  177  pieces  of  property  sold  within  the  last  five  years 
for  $726,000,  and  are  assessed  at  two-thirds  of  $680,000. 

In  the  southeast  section,  between  Fifth  and  Eleventh  and  B and  I 
Streets,  138  pieces  of  property  sold  for  $493,000,  and  are  assessed  at 
two-thirds  of  $480,000. 

In  the  southwest  section  of  the  city,  between  Second  and  Ninth  and 
E and  L Streets,  52  pieces  of  property  sold  for  $189,000,  and  are 
assessed  at  two-thirds  of  $182,000. 

During  the  last  three  or  four  years,  sales  in  the  business  section  have 
•aggregated  several  million  dollars,  and  the  basis  of  assessment  can  be 
shown  to  be  within  1 per  cent  of  these  sales,  allowing  even  for  the 
probable  increment  in  value. 

In  April,  1912,  Commissioner  Rudolpli,  appearing  before  a subcom- 
mittee of  tlie  Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, stated  that  ground  values  in  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
then  increasing  about  $12,000,000  per  year,  and  in  addition  building 
operations  were  going  on  at  al)out  the  same  rate.  The  assessment  of 
last  year  was  about  $345,124,000.  Adding  to  this  a three-year 
increase  of  $24,000,000  for  ground  values  and  over  $5,500,000  for  new 
buildings  would  make  an  assessment  for  1915  about  $375,000,000,  and 
this  amount  approaches  within  4 per  cent  of  the  assessment  just  com- 
pleted and  iqffiolds  the  contention  made  in  1912  as  to  the  general 
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ixccuracy  of  the  assessment  at  that  time  and  as  to  tiie  general  increase 
per  year  in  ground  values.  Of  course  such  an  increase  is  not  constant 
and  particularly  at  the  present  time  it  would  bo  difficult  to  measure 
the  exact  increase  of  land  values  for  the  past  year,  or  what  might  be 
expected  next  year,  owing  to  the  present  depression  in  the  real-estate 
market.  The  total  valuation  of  real  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  including  that  owned  by  the  United  States,  District  of 
Columbia,  charitable  organizations,  and  private  holdings,  is  made  up 
of  the  following  amounts  given  in  round  numbers.  This,  of  course, 
excludes  streets  and  alleys  and  small  spaces  owned  by  the  United 
States. 


Property.  | 

Ground. 

Buildings. 

Total. 

Private j 

United  States 

District  of  Columbia 

Chesapeake  & Ohio  Canal, churches,  and  charitable  institutions 

1 

$315,000,000 
190,000,000 
5,000,000 
10, 000, 000 

$270,000,000 

110,000,000 

10,000,000 

18,000,000 

$585,000,000 

300,000,000 

15.000. 000 

28.000. 000 

The  above  amounts  are  for  full  value  and  the  assessed  amounts 
would  be  two- thirds  of  the  above  values. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  total  area  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  69.245  square  miles,  or 
44,316.8  acres.  In  land  there  is  slightly  over  60  square  miles  and 
in  water  about  9}  square  miles,  or  about  38,425  acres  in  land  and 
5,908  acres  in  water.  The  original  city  of  Washington  contained 
7,161  acres  and  Georgetown  has  about  400  acres.  About  5,550 
acres  are  contained  in  all  parks,  large  and  small.  About  one-fourth 
of  the  land  area  is  covered  by  a closely  built-up  community  which 
pays  80  per  cent  of  the  District  taxes.  The  northwest  section  of  the 
city,  which  includes  a little  more  than  one-fifteenth  of  the  land  area, 
pays  about  55  per  cent  of  the  total  tax. 

LOT  AND  BUILDING  FACTORS. 

The  following  table  has  been  used  by  this  office  showing  relative 
square-foot  prices  for  different  depths  of  lots,  using  $1  per  square 
foot  for  a lot  100  feet  deep. 


Depth  of 
lot. 

Rate. 

Depth  of 
lot. 

Rate. 

Depth  of 
lot. 

Rate. 

5 

$3.00 

55 

$1.35 

no 

$0.95 

10 

2. 60 

60 

1.30 

120 

.90 

15 

2. 20 

65 

1.26 

130 

.85 

20 

2. 00 

70 

1.22 

140 

.80 

25 

1.80 

75 

1.18 

150 

.75 

30 

1.73 

80 

1.14 

160 

.71 

35 

1.64 

85 

1.11 

170 

.68 

40 

1.56 

90 

1.07 

180 

.64 

45 

1.48 

95 

1.04 

190 

.61 

50 

1.40 

100 

1.00 

200 

.58 
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The  following  factors  for  cubic  contents  of  buildings  have  been 
used  as  a guide  to  building  values: 


Shops,  brick $0.  06-$0.  08 

Garages,  brick 06-  . 10 

Stores: 

Ordinary  brick 35-  .20 

High-class  brick  and  stone 25-  . 30 

Hotels: 

Nonfireproof,  brick 20-  .30 

Fireproof,  brick  and  stone 30-  . 45 

Apartments: 

Four  stories,  brick 18-  .20 

Fireproof,  brick 25-  .30 

High-class,  brick  and  stone 30-  . 40 

Office  buildings: 

Fireproof,  brick  and  stone 30-  . 35 

High-class,  brick  and  stone 40-  . 50 

Dwellings : 

Small  frame 08-  . 10 

Middle  class,  frame 10-  . 15 

High-class,  frame 15-  . 20 

Small  brick 12-  .15 

Middle  class,  brick 15-  . 20 

First-class,  stone  and  brick 25-  . 40 

Hi<rh-class,  stone  and  brick 40-  1.  00 


TRANSFERS  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1914  several  thousand  parcels  of  land  were 
transferred  upon  the  records  of  this  office  through  the  recording  of 
3,531  deeds — 1,598  in  the  city  and  1,933  in  the  county. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  8,241  tax  certificates 
were  issued,  as  against  9,386  in  1913.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,120.50. 

In  addition  to  the  certificates  above  mentioned  for  which  a fee 
is  charged  there  have  been,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  issued  by  this 
office  719  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  condemnations 
of  land,  and  tax  deeds,  involving  the  same  care  in  their  preparation 
• as  the  regular  certificates  of  taxes. 


WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  assessment  for  water 
mains  were  levied  to  the  amount  of  $70,908.71.  During  the  same 
period  the  collection  amounted  to  $81,314.34,  as  against  $138,693.75 
for  last  year.  About  1,580  notices  have  been  delivered. 

All  water  mains  laid  under  general  authority  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners are  assessed  under  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  April  22, 
1904.  This  act,  which  also  provides  for  the  laying  of  service  sewers, 
needs  amendment  in  accordance  with  recommendations  made  by  the 
commissioners  three  years  ago. 

TAX  ARREARAGES  AND  TAX  SALES. 

Tlie  law  governing  tax  sales  does  not  provide  for  personal  notice 
to  individual  ))roperty  owners  as  a condition  ])recedent  to  the  sale  of 
pro])erty  for  overdue  taxes;  but  notwithstanding  the  lack  of  this  legal 
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requirement  no  effort  is  spared  by  the  office  to  give  ample  notice  in 
every  case  of  delinquency  or  sale.  As  the  first  step  in  this  direction, 
during  the  month  of  November  or  December  of  each  year,  a notice 
is  forwarded  to  the  last  known  address  of  each  delinquent  owner, 
setting  forth  the  fact  that  the  list  of  property  in  arrears  is  in  course 
of  preparation  for  publication  and  subsequent  sale,  and  suggesting 
prompt  settlement  in  order  to  avoid  the  annoyance  attendant  upon 
publicity  and  sale. 

After  the  property  has  been  sold,  and  the  period  of  two  years  from 
date  of  sale  allowed  by  law  for  redemption  is  about  to  expire,  a sec- 
ond notice  is  sent  stating,  in  a given  case,  that  the  property  has  been 
sold,  and  unless  redeemed  on  the  date  therein  mentioned,  a deed 
therefor  will  be  due  to  issue  to  the  purchaser  thereof  at  the  tax  sale 
in  question.  In  cases  where  the  addresses  of  the  owners  are  unknown 
and  can  not  be  found,  a list  of  their  names,  alphabetically  arranged, 
accompanied  by  a warning  notice,  is  published  three  times  in  each  of 
the  daily  papers  of  the  city. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  every  available  means  is  used  to  notify 
delinquent  property  owners,  both  before  and  after  a tax  sale,  although 
the  law  imposes  upon  the  office  no  obligation  of  this  character. 

LICENSES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  this  office  issued  27 
engineer  licenses,  amounting  to  $81.  During  the  same  period  455 
bar  room  licenses  were  issued  amounting  to  $455,000,  and  115  whole- 
sale liquor  licenses  amounting  to  $57,500,  making  the  total  receipts 
from  liquor  licenses  $512,500. 

As  shown  by  the  table  appended,  this  office  issued  8,872  miscel- 
laneous licenses  amounting  to  $118,687.10,  the  same  being  a decrease 
of  $3,329.11  over  the  previous  year.  The  reason  for  this  decrease 
is  as  follows: 

The  new  excise  law,  approved  March  4,  1913,  owing  to  its  pro- 
visions, has  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  restaurants,  pool  and 
billiard  tables,  bowling  alleys,  hotels,  and  cigar  dealers  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  eliminated  entirely  the  collection  of  the  brewers  and 
brewers’ -agents’  license  tax,  the  latter  tax  alone  for  the  previous 
year  amounting  to  $2,312.50. 

The  decrease  in  the  amount  collected  from  proprietors  of  public 
vehicles  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  public  utilities  commission  has  de- 
cided that  the  Terminal  Taxicab  Co.  and  all  similar  companies  to  be 
common  carriers,  which  exempted  them  from  paying  the  above- 
mentioned  tax. 

Owing  to  a recent  regulation  of  the  office  of  inspector  of  buildings, 
an  additional  dollar  is  charged  for  inspection  of  premises  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  a license  for  house  entertainment.  This  has  reduced  the 
number  of  licenses  issued  and  the  amount  collected  from  this  source. 

An  act  of  Congress  approved  February  4,  1913,  known  as  an  act  to 
regulate  the  business  of  loaning  money  on  security  of  any  kind  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  is  of  such  a drastic  nature  that  it  has  prac- 
tically abolished  the  pawnbroker  business  and  reduced  the  amount 
collected  from  note  brokers  to  $1,275  less  than  the  previous  year. 

On  November  1,  1914,  the  excise  board  is  required  under  the  law 
to  reduce  the  number  of  barrooms  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  300. 
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This  will  greatly  reduce  the  amount  collected  from  miscellaneous 
licenses,  such  as  cigar  dealers,  restaurants,  billiard  tables,  and  bowling 
alleys,  unless  some  of  the  present  rates  are  changed  or  businesses  that 
are  at  the  present  time  exempt  be  required  tlirough  legislation  to 
procure  a license. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

On  August  7,  1914,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the 
assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  submitted  a state- 
ment of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1916.  The  estimate  is  as  follows: 


Realty  taxes $5,  600,  000 

Personal  taxes 1,  250,  000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 1,  000 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 50,  000 

Fees : 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures 3,  200 

Surveyor 7,  000 

Health  department  permits 200 

Fees: 

Hog  pound 500 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 3,  000 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 3,  500 

Water  permits 1,  500 

Railing  permits 400 

Fees,  tax  certificates 2,  300 

Building  permits 13,  000 

Electrical  permits 2,  500 

Police  court  fines 100,  000 

Juvenile  court  fines 1,  000 

Municipal  court  fees 17,  500 

Liquor  licenses 540,  000 

Plumbers’  licenses 50 

Insurance  licenses 98,  000 

Engineers’  licenses 100 

Dog  taxes 17,500 

Miscellaneous  licenses 120,000 

Market  rents 28,  000 

Hay  scales  and  fish  wharves,  rental 9,  200 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini  buildings 14,  000 

Advertising  taxes 2,500 

Street  extensions,  assessments,  and  interest 35,  000 

Public  convenience  stations 1,  400 

Public  crematorium,  fees 200 

Bathing  beach  receipts 300 

Sale  of  old  material 3,  000 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  of  inmates 200 

Tuition,  public  schools 5,  000 

Judgments 100 

Miscellaneous  items 300 

Surplus  fees: 

Recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills 4, 100 

Court  of  appeals 2,  000 

Motor- vehicle  tags 10,  000 

Sale  of  old  houses 100 

Workhouse  sales 10,  000 

Motor-vehicle  operators 6,  000 

Assessment  and  permit  work 100,  000 

Elevator  o])erators 250 

Board  and  maintenance  of  insane  patients 10,  000 

Horse-drawn  vehicle  tags 500 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


15 


Railway  tax,  Highway  Bridge $6,  000 

Pipe  lines 500 

Park  improvements 1,  000 


Total : 8,081,900 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog  taxes 
for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 110,  000 


Total  available 7,  971,  900 


SUMMARY. 

The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  of  writing  some  30  tax  ledgers, 
both  real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  current,  arrears,  and  special 
assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax  certificates,  the 
issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  jackets  and  reports,  and 
transfers  covered  in  instruments  of  conveyance,  which  have  to  be 
noted  upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the  ledgers.  The  detail  work 
of  the  office  has  increased  steadily  for  the  last  10  years  without  any 
material  increase  in  the  working  force;  in  fact,  during  this  year  we 
have  been  deprived  of  the  needed  fund  for  extra  clerk  hire  usually 
appropriated  for  years  of  triennial  assessments.  This  has  necessi- 
tated extra  work  on  the  part  of  the  regular  force,  to  which  they  have 
cheerfully  responded,  but  which  requires  a constant  strain  in  an 
attempt  to  keep  the  records  up  to  date. 

I have  included  in  the  appendix  the  estimates  of  .the  assessor’s 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  1916,  a statement  of  general  licenses  issued 
for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  certificates  for  miscellaneous  deposits 
and  a list  of  license  rates  as  fixed  by  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columhia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1916. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appro- 

priated 

1915. 

Esti- 

mated 

1916. 

Wm.  P.  Richards 

$3,500 
2, 000 
2, 000 
1,400 

$4,000 
2, 000 
2, 000 
1,400 

C.  M.  Davis 

J.  T.  Petty 

W.  H.  Coombs 

Clerk  

J.  W.  Harkness 

do 

1,400 

1,400 

Richard  Hamilton 

1,400 

1,400 

Robert  J.  Jones 

do 

1,400 

1,400 

M.  G.  Dent 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

B.  K.  Winchell 

1,200 

1,200 

S.  D.  Gage 

H.  E.  Woodward 

1,200 

H.  A.  Darneille 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

E.  W.  Kinkead 

1,000 

Ida  Bailey 

1,000 

1,000 

D.  tv.  Fleming 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

900 

M.  L.  Gibbs.. T 

1,000 
1,000 
1, 000 

A.  E.  Grant 

Gerald  Blondell 

Martin  L.  Granville 

Clerk 

900 

Henry  Naylor 

do 

900 

900 

Mortimer  Clarke 

Draftsman 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

W.  W.  Dent 

Assistant  or  clerk 

900 

A.  L.  Cheney 

License  clerk  

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,000 

W.  J.  Donovan 

Inspector  of  licenses  

K.  W.  Humphries 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

1,000 

600 

Wm.  Moten 

Messenger  . 

675 

C.  H.  Mackall 

(This  messenger  has  become  valuable  because  of  his 
long  connection  with  the  office  and  ability  to  act  partly 
as  a clerk.  It  is  believed  this  small  increase  is  more 
than  deserved.) 

Messenger  

450 

450 

Alexander  McKenzie 

Assistant  assessor 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

1,500 

600 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

1,500 

J.  W.  Beale 

.do 

E.  W.  Oyster 

. . do 

A.  F.  Entwisle 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver  for  board  of  assistant  assessors 

600 

Augustus  Willige 

Clerk 

720 

720 

Alfred  J.  Moss 

do  

720 

720 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

500 

500 

John  T.  Bardroff 

Record  clerk 

1,500 

1,500 
2, 100 

1,000 

do  

(One  additional  record  clerk,  intended  as  aid  to  the 
board  of  assistant  assessors,  is  requested,  at  $2,100  per 
annum.  I believe  that  much  aid  and  necessary  help 
would  be  given  to  the  board  if  this  office  had  a better 
and  complete  system  for  listing  the  prices  of  the  most 
recent  sales  or  transfers  of  real  estate.  The  best  results 
would  be  obtained  by  employing  two  parties  who  are 
conversant  with  real  estate  conditions  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  whose  duty  would  be  to  obtain,  in  a con- 
fidential manner,  prices  of  sales  of  realty  and  who  would 
keep  strictly  up  to  date  a card  index,  showing  such 
prices  and  containing  the  numbers  of  the  square  and 
lot  and  house. 

Clerk 

do 

1,000 

Messenger 

6C0 

(The  above  clerks  and  messenger  are  needed  as  an  aid 
to  the  board  of  assistant  assessors  because  of  theincreased 
work  arising  from  the  fact  that  subdivisions  and  parcels 
of  ground  and  buildings  have  increased  from  year  to 
year,  so  that  the  number  of  accounts  on  our  books  is  far 
above  what  it  was  several  years  ago,  and  it  is  difficult  for 
the  present  force  to  keep  up  with  the  durrent  wmrk  of  the 
office.) 

Total 

47, 790 

53,065 

. 16 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1916 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appro- 

priated 

1915. 

Esti- 

mated 

1916 

PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 

Assistant  assessor  of  personal  taxes 

$3,000 

3.000 
1,800 
1,400 

1.000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2,000 

$3,000 

3.000 
1,800 
1,400 

1.000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2,000 

B F Adams 

. . .do 

Clerk  . t .". . . ^ 

Total... 

15, 800 

15, 800 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT 

OFFICE . 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special  assessment  clerk 

2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

900 

750 

2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,500 

1,500 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

900 

750 

N.  H.  S tell  wag 

Clerk 

W.  E.  Hutchinson 

do 

W.  H.  De  Shields 

do 

H.  W.  Hamilton 

.do 

L.  Addison 

(These  2 clerks  have  been  engaged  for  many  years 
on  work  in  the  special  assessment  office,  requiring  very 
careful  attention  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  a techni- 
cal nature,  and  have  never  had  an  increase  in  salary. 
The  small  increases  proposed  are  considered  a recognition 
of  their  ability  and  devotion.) 

Clerk 

G.  D.  Holmes 

do 

E.  E.  Fisher 

do 

P.  S.  Bulla 

do 

L.  T.  Sturgis 

do 

Grace  L.  Schooler 

do 

Total 

12,950 

13,550 

Grand  total 

76,540 

82,415 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914  (not  including  liquor  licenses) 


Business. 


Amount. 


Increase. 


1.  Apothecaries 

2.  Auctioneers 

3.  Automobile  storage 

4.  Banks  and  bankers 

5.  Billposters 

6.  Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  and  bowling  alleys. 

7.  Brewers  and  brewers’ agents 

8.  Boardinghouses 

9.  Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  and  palmists 

10.  Cattle  dealers 


$1,495.00 
1,966. 70 
1,709.34 

2.500.00 
96. 67 

7.465.00 


103. 50 
1, 354.  22 
371.  25 


S27. 50 
300.  01 
192. 90 


143.  78 
30.  00 


11.  Commission  merchants 

12.  Cigar  dealers 

13.  Contractors  (building) 

14.  Carriage  and  wagon  builders 

15.  Confectionery  establishments 

16.  Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

17.  Dealers  in  markets 

18.  Dealers  in  oils  and  gasoline 

19.  Drivers  of  public  vehicles 

20.  Employment  agencies 

21.  Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

22.  Fuel  hucksters 

23.  Florists 

24.  Hotels 

25.  lyand  and  improvement  companies 

26.  Larmdries 

27.  Livery  stables 

28.  Loan  brokers 

29.  Note  brokers 

30.  Maturity  investment  companies 


1,330.00 


19, 504. 00 
1,333.33 
25.00 

883. 00 
9, 726.  83 
2, 342.  51 
3,317.94 

327.00 
679. 18 

2,916.00 
216. 66 
823.75 
4, 993. 08 


90.00 
843.  29 
85. 81 


193. 00 
79.15 


68.  72 
138.  75 


2, 122. 53 
2, 832.  50 
750.00 
2, 083. 34 
8. 33 


24. 19 


416. 66 


8.33 


Decrease. 


$815.  00 
2,312. 50 
11.50 


53.34 
152.  00 
150. 02 


103.29 


444. 00 


257.77 

50.00 


130. 10 


1,275.00 


Number. 


258 

24 

44 

5 

5 

195 


5 

62 

27 

36 

1,758 

54 

1 

75 

280 

479 

1,734 

327 

29 

691 

47 

59 

71 


197 

49 

2 

21 
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Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  etc. — Continued. 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number. 

$400.  00 
10. 46 

32.  Peddlers 

$608. 39 
7,560.  00 
8, 675.  08 
1,216.71 
1, 649.  25 
145.  84 
10, 433.  00 
12, 154.  24 
106. 17 
800.  00 
105. 50 
1, 456.  26 
500. 00 

60 

681 

94 

26 

284 

7 

639 

261 

4 

8 

211 

60 

1 

33.  Produce  dealers 

$305. 00 
1,791.72 
241. 69 

34.  Public  halls 

35.  Public  parks 

3P.  Public  passenger  vehicles 

727.  25 

37.  Railroad  ticket  brokers 

70. 84 

38.  Restaurants  and  eating  houses 

39.  Real  estate  agents 

512.  50 
683.  40 
45.  66 
325. 00 

40  Slot  machines 

41.  Theaters 

42.  Transfer  fees.  

20.  00 
58. 34 

43.  Undertakers 

44.  Washington  Stock  Exchange 

Total 

118, 687.10 

5, 129. 68 

8,458.  79 

8,872 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1912-13 $122,  OIG.  21 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1913-14 118, 687. 10 

Total  decrease 3, 329. 1 1 


License  rates. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Nov.  1 
. . .do 

. . - f 1 0 . . _ - 

Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  for 

Apothecaries  

Art  exhibits  

. rlo 

Athletic  grounds 

Auctioneers 

Nov.  1 

July  1 
Nov.  1 

Automatic  machines.  {See  Slot  machines.) 
Automobiles,  autovehicles,  etc 

Automobile  establishments 

Balls  

Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated) 

Bar  rooms 

July  1 
Nov.  1 

Baseball  grounds 

Baths 

Nov.  1 j 
do ... . 

Billposters 

Billiard  rooms 

do 

Boarding  houses,  public 

. . .do 

Bowling  alleys  

do 

Boxing  schools 

. . .do 

Brokers: 

Real  estate  

do 

Railroad-ticket  

. _ do 

Note 

July  1 
Nov.  1 
. . .do 

Loan 

Building  contractors 

Carnivals 

1 

...do 

Carriages  for  hire 

July  1 

! 

Nov.  1 
. . do  1 

Carriage  and  wagon  establishments 

Cattle  dealers  

Cattle  exhibits 

. . .do 

Rate. 


Remarks. 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

100 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


9 

25 

2 

3 

500 

1,500 

20 

5 

25 

20 

12 


1 

12 

12 


Do. 

License  for  10  vehicles  per  annum. 
Each  additional  vehicle. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per 
annum. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle, 
jenny  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffle- 
board,  or  other  legitimate  game  table. 
Per  annum,  for  each  room. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


50 

25 

100 

500 

25 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 
9 
9 

25 

15 

100 

10 

5 

3 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 
More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

By  other  motive  power,  per  anunm. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  additional  week. 

Per  day. 
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License  rates — Continued. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Cigar  dealers 

Circuses 

Clairvoyants 

Commission  merchants 

Concerts 

Confectionery  establishments, 

Contractors,  building 

Cook  shops 

Dairy  lunches 

Dealers  in  markets 

Distillers  or  rectifiers. 

Drivers  of  public  vehicles 

Drugeists 

Eating  houses 

Electromob  iles 

Employment  agencies 

Entertainments 


Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 
..do. . . 


Nov.  1 

..do. . . 
..do. . . 
...do. . . 
..do. . . 
..do. . . 


Nov.  1 
...do. . .. 
July  1 
Nov.  1 


Entertainment  halls. 


Nov.  1 


Exhibition  halls. 


Exhibits;  Agricultural,  art,  cattle,  floral, 
food,  freaks,  industrial,  museums,  poul- 
try, side  shows,  mechanical,  etc 


Explosives. 
Fairs 


.do.. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 


Fencing  schools 

Florists 

Flying  horses.  {See  Merry-go-rounds.) 


do. . 
do. . 


Football  grounds. 


Fortune  tt  Hers 
Fuel  hucksters 


Nov.  1 

,..do. . . 


Golf  grounds 


Gasoline 

Gymnasiums 

Hacks.  {See  Carriage.) 

Hand  laundries 

Hotels 


Nov. 

...do. 

..do. 

...do. 


Hucksters 

Ice-cream  parlors 

Improvement  and  land  companies, 
liand  and  improvement  companies.) 

Inflammal  le  oils,  kerosene 

Investment  associations 

Land  and  improvement  companies 


{See 


Apr. 

Nov. 


.do. . 
• do., 
•do. . 


Laundries 

Lawn  fetes.  {See  Picnics.) 


1 

1 


{ 


Lecture  halls 


Nov.  1 


Livery  stables 

Liquor  dealers: 

Retail 

Wholesale 

Loan  brokers 

Market  dealers  of  all  kinds 

Massage  establishments 

Maturity  associations 

Medicated  baths.  {See  Baths.) 
Mediums 


do. 


do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Merry-go-roimds. 


Note  brokers. 


July 


Omnibuses 


.do. 


Oyster  houses 
Palmists 


Nov. 

..do. 


1 


1 


{ 


{ 


Rate. 


$12 

Per  aimum. 

200 

Per  day. 

25 

Per  annum. 

40 

Do. 

3 

Per  night. 

12 

Per  annum. 

25 

Do. 

18 

Do. 

18 

Do. 

5 

Do. 

250 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

6 

Do. 

18 

Do. 

9 

Do. 

Remarks. 


25 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

1 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

15 


Per  annum  (act  Jime  19, 1906). 
Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9,  1906). 
Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


20 

5 

25 

5 

20 

5 

5 

12 


Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9,  1906). 
Per  annum. 


10 

1 

12 

18 


Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  accom- 
modation of  guests. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  annum. 


1 

100 

50 

20 

10 


Per  annum  for  storing  (act  Feb.  9,1906.) 
Per  armum. 

Do. 

Steam  or  other  power  per  annum. 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand 


100 

10 

5 

3 

25 

2 


Per  annum . 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 
Each  additional  stall. 


1,500 

800 

500 

5 

25 

100 


Per  annum. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


25 

12 

10 

3 

100 

6 

9 

18 

25 


Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 
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License  rates — Continued. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Passenger  transportation  lines 
Peddlers 


Nov. 

Apr. 


Picnic  grounds 


Polo  grounds 


Pool  rooms 

Nov.  1 
July  1 
Apr.  1 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incorporated). 
Produce  dealers 

Race  tracks 

Real  estate  brokers.  {See  Brokers,  real 
estate). 

Rectifiers.  (See  Distillers.) 

Restaurants 

Nov.  1 

...do.... 

Russian  baths.  {See  Baths). 

Second-hand  dealers  of  all  kinds 

“ Seeing-Washington  ” cars.  {See  Passenger 
transportation  lines.) 

Shooting  galleries 

. . .do 

Skating  rmks 

. . .do 

Slot  machines 

. . .do.... 

Soothsayers 

...do.... 

Stock  exchange,  Washington 

July  1 
Nov.  1 

Theaters 

Rate. 


$6 

12 

25 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

12 

500 

12 

20 

5 


18 

40 


12 

100 

10 

5 

3 

2 

50 

25 

500 

100 

20 

10 


Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  {See  Brokers, 
ticket.) 

Tournaments.  (See  Race  tracks.) 

Turkish  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 

Vehicles  for  hire 

V ictualers 

Wagon-making  establishments.  (Sec  Car- 
riage-making establishments.) 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 


. . .do.... 

25 

f 6 

July  1 

1 9 

1 9 

Nov.  1 

18 

July  1 

500 

Remarks. 


Per  annum  for  each  vehicle  not'exceed- 
ing  10  passengers. 

Per  annum,  exceeding  10  passengers. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  daj'. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 


Per  annum. 
Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

Per  annum,  rmlimited  number. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Less  than  1 week. 


Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  horseless  or  motor  vehicles. 
Per  amium. 


Do. 


Steam  enc:i  neer’s  licenses  are  of  three  grades — first,  second,  and  third— the  fee  for  each 
being  $3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required.  Licenses  are  good 
until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grades.  (Act  of  Feb.  28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000  each, 
but  no  fee  is  charged.  (27  Stat.  L.,  117). 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (Act  of  July  1,  1902.) 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


o 


